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1. Course Proposals by college/school  
 
ARCHITECTURE ART AND DESIGN 

Addition                              ID 1783 Approved ID 1783 Design Thinking and Representation Two 
hours lecture. Two hours laboratory. Introduction to 
design thinking methodology, concept development, 
and various forms of graphic representation, including 
hand sketching for ideation. 
Method of Instruction: B 
Method of Delivery: F 
Campus: 1 
CIP: 500408 
30 Char: Design Thinking and Rep 
Effective: Spring 2025 

Addition                              ID 3243 Approved ID 3243 Building Codes and Systems (Prerequisites: 
ID 3363 3/D CAD Modeling & ID 2614 Studio II) 
Three hours lecture. Systematic integration of building 
codes and systems on interior design as part of the 
design process. 
Method of Instruction: C 
Method of Delivery: F 
Campus: 1 
CIP: 500408 
30 Char: Building Codes and Systems 
Effective: Fall 2025 

 
ARTS AND SCIENCES 

Modification                     HI 1173 
+Distance 

Approved HI 1173 World History Since 1500 Three hours 
lecture. A survey of world history since about 1500 
until the present. 
Method of Delivery: F & O 
Campus: 1, 2, & 5 
Effective: Spring 2025 

 
EDUCATION 

Addition                          EDE 4523 
+Meridian 
+Distance 

Approved EDE 4523 STEAM Pedagogy in Early Childhood 
(Prerequisites: RDG 3113, RDG 3123, RDG 3223, 
EDE 3423). Three hours lecture. This course explores 
the integration of Science, Technology, Engineering, 
Arts, and Mathematics (STEAM) in grades PreK-3. 
Pre-service teachers will learn to design and implement 
developmentally appropriate STEAM activities for 
young learners. 
Method of Instruction: C 
Method of Delivery: F & O 
Campus: 1, 2, & 5 
CIP: 131202 
30 Char: STEAM Pedagogy in Early Child 
Effective: Spring 2025 
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Technical Change         EDF 8553 Approved EDF 8553 Research in the Classroom 
Campus: 1, 2, & 5 
Effective: Summer 2025 

Modification       EDX 4353/6353 
+Distance 

Approved FROM: EDX 4353/6353 Assistive Technology in 
Special Education Three hours lecture. Application of 
assistive technology in the education of students with 
special needs. 
TO: EDX 4353/6353 Instructional and Assistive 
Technology (Prerequisite: Education major or consent 
of instructor) Three hours lecture. This course is a 
comprehensive presentation of integrating instructional 
and assistive technology into teaching and learning to 
meet the learning needs of all students. 
Method of Delivery: F & O 
Campus: 1, 2, & 5 
CIP: 131099 
30 Char: Instructional & Assistive Tech 
Effective: Spring 2025 

Addition                              KI 2304 
+Distance 

Approved KI 2304 The Science of Health, Fitness, and Sport 
Three hours lecture, two hours laboratory. Examines the 
physiological systems central to exercise performance, 
the relationships among those systems during exercise, 
and exercise-related adaptations of the human body 
during acute and chronic exercise for the purposes of 
health and well-being, general fitness, and sport. 
Method of Instruction: B 
Method of Delivery: F & O 
Campus: 1 & 5 
CIP: 310505 
30 Char: Sci Health, Fit, Sport 
Effective: Summer 2025 

 

ENGINEERING 
Addition                CSE 4343/6343 
+Distance 
+Gulf Coast 

Approved CSE 4343/6343 SCADA Systems Security 
Prerequisite: C or better in CSE 4153. 3 hours lecture. 
This course introduces cyber physical, industrial 
control, and Supervisory Control and Data Acquisition 
(SCADA) control systems, examines common 
vulnerabilities and threats associated with these 
systems, and examines techniques to defend these 
systems from cyber attacks. 
Method of Instruction: C 
Method of Delivery: F & O 
Campus: 1, 5, & 6 
CIP: 111003 
30 Char: SCADA Systems Security 
Effective: Fall 2025 

 
PROFESSIONAL AND CONTINUING STUDIES 
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Technical Change          PCS 6333 Approved FROM: PCS 6333 The Dichotomies of Leadership 
TO: PCS 6333 Principles of Effective Leadership 
30 Char: Principles of Effective Lead 
Effective: Fall 2025 

 

2.  Program Proposals by college/school: 

AGRICULTURE AND LIFE SCIENCES 
Technical Change Degree: Minor 

Major: Environment and 
Sustainability 

Approved See proposal for changes 
Effective Fall 2025 

Technical Change Degree: BS 
Major: Environmental 
Sciences in Agricultural 
Systems 

Approved See proposal for changes 
Effective Fall 2025 

 
ARTS AND SCIENCES 

Technical Change Degree: BA 
Major: Chemistry 

Approved See proposal for changes 
Effective Fall 2025 

Technical Change Degree: BS 
Major: Chemistry 

Approved See proposal for changes 
Effective Fall 2025 

Technical Change Degree: BA 
Major: Communication, 
Media & Theatre 

Approved Degree Name Change 
Effective Fall 2025 

 
BUSINESS 

Technical Change Department Name 
Change: Marketing, 
Quantitative Analysis and 
Business Law to 
Marketing, Quantitative 
Analysis and Supply 
Chain Logistics 

Approved Effective Fall 2025 

 

 

All of the proposals were approved with the exception of the following: 

Proposals** 
 
_____________________________ 
 
_____________________________ 
 
_____________________________ 
 
_____________________________________   __________________ 
Dr. Peter L. Ryan       Date 
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APPROVAL FORM FOR 

Semester 

DEGREE PROGRAMS 
MISSISSIPPI STATE UNIVERSITY 

NOTE:  This form is a cover sheet that must accompany the degree program change proposal.  The actual proposal 
should be prepared in accordance with format requirements provided in the Guide and Format for Curriculum Proposals 
published by the UCCC. Both cover sheet and proposal should be submitted to UCCC Mail Stop 9702 (281 Garner 
Hall), Phone:  325-9410. 

College__________________________ Department:_______________________________ 

Contact Person:______________________ Mail Stop:______ E-mail:___________________ 

Nature of Change:____________________  Date Initiated:_________________ 

Current Degree (BS, MS, etc.):_________________________________________________ 

Current Major:_______________________________ 

Current Concentration(s):__________________________

Current Campus(es): Starkville Meridian Distance Gulf Coast*

New Degree (BS, MS, etc.): ___________________________ 
   Effective Date: 

Year 

Proposed Major: _____________________________ 

Proposed Concentration(s):____________________________ 

Summary of Proposed Changes: 

__________

Proposed Campus(es)
Starkville 
Meridian 
Distance 
Gulf Coast*

**Any new program or modification desiring a starting 
semester other than fall must include a justification

*Gulf Coast campus for Bagley College of Engineering only

*Gulf Coast campus for Bagley College of Engineering only





CURRENT TITLE AND DESCRIPTION 
Current degree name: Bachelor of Arts degree in Communication 
 
Current catalog description: 
The Bachelor of Arts degree in Communication is offered. The department offers 
concentrations in Broadcast and Digital Journalism, Communication and Media Studies, 
Print and Digital Journalism, Public Relations, and Theatre. Students may choose more 
than one concentration. Minors are available in all areas. In addition, the department 
offers numerous courses online throughout the year. 
  
PROPOSED TITLE AND DESCRIPTION 
Proposed degree name: Bachelor of Arts degree in Communication, Media & Theatre 
 
Proposed catalog description: 
The Bachelor of Arts degree in Communication, Media & Theatre is offered. The 
department offers concentrations in Broadcast and Digital Journalism, Communication 
and Media Studies, Print and Digital Journalism, Public Relations, and Theatre. Students 
may choose more than one concentration. Minors are available in all areas. In addition, the 
department offers numerous courses online throughout the year. 
  
JUSTIFICATION 
The department was recently approved to change its name from “Department of 
Communication” to “Department of Communication, Media & Theatre.” This proposal 
requests to update the undergraduate degree name to reflect this change as well.  
 
The department is an undergraduate and master’s degree unit of excellence, serving more 
than 500 majors, that continues to grow, evolve, and change. Faculty have developed 
innovative curriculum able to meet student demand driven by an ever-changing 
professional landscape in communication, journalism, broadcasting, theatre, and public 
relations. To meet the needs of this growing department, be competitive with comparable 
programs in the state and SEC, and to help prospective students (and their parents) select 
an academic home that speaks to career aspirations, the change in degree name to 
Communication, Media & Theatre is the next logical step. 
 
The name change reflects MSU’s rebranding efforts. The university’s Media and Marketing 
experts agree the name change of the department, and subsequent matching degree 
name, aligns with what young people seek and aligns with the university’s rebranding and 
recruitment efforts. “To attract 18-year-olds to the program, it is important to use 
terminology they will easily understand and be attracted to pursue,” Karyn Brown, 
Assistant Dean of Communication and Media, MSU College of Arts and Sciences. 
 
RELATION TO EXISTING CURRICULA 
This degree name change is not duplicative of programs at MSU or around the state. The 
MSU degree stems from five concentrations including Theatre, Broadcast & Digital 



Journalism, Public Relations, Print & Digital Journalism, and Communication & Media 
Studies. The reason for the change in degree name is to better reflect the diverse offerings 
for students.  
 
By comparison, the MSU program is different from the University of Mississippi (Journalism 
and Integrated Marketing Communication), University of Southern Mississippi 
(Communication Studies, Digital Journalism, Media & Entertainment Arts, and Strategic 
Communication), Jackson State University (Multimedia Journalism, Media Production), 
Alcorn State University (English literature, Mass Communication), Mississippi University 
for Women (Communication), Mississippi Valley State University (Communication, Speech 
Communication), and Delta State (Communication Studies, Theatre Arts). 
  
PROPOSED 4-LETTER ABBREVIATION 
CO 
  
Note: CO is the current abbreviation used by MSU. The Coordinator of Curriculum & 
Scheduling at Mississippi State University’s Office of the Registrar, Emily Owen, says using 
“CO” is best for continuity and ease of transition, since “Communication” is the first word 
of the current and proposed new degree name.  
  
EFFECTIVE DATE 
August 2025 
  
 



College of Arts & Sciences 
Department of Communication 

P.O. Box PF 
216 President’s Circle 

Mississippi State, MS 39762 

P. 662.325.3320 
F. 662.325.3210 

www.comm.msstate.edu 

 

	

	 	 	

Broadcasting • Communication Studies • Journalism • Public Relations • Theatre 

 
 
 
September 20, 2024 
 
Dear Curriculum Committees: 
 

The curriculum committee of the Department of Communication has met 
and approved renaming the Degree Name Change from Communication 
to Communication, Media & Theatre to match the new department name, 
Communication, Media & Theatre. 
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MODIFICATION TO EXISTING ACADEMIC DEGREE PROGRAM 
Institution: Mississippi State University 

 
Date of anticipated modification implementation: August  2025 

 
Modification request: ☒Rename 

☐Consolidate 
 
Responsible academic unit: Department of Communication 
Institutional contact: 
Phone:                                                    662-325-8033 
Email:                                              tdl262@msstate.edu 

Dr. Terry Likes, Department Head 

 
List any institutions within the State offering similar 
programs: 

University of Mississippi, University of Southern 
Mississippi, Jackson State University, Alcorn State 
University, Mississippi University for Women, Mississippi 
Valley State University, Delta State University 

 
RENAMING - Complete this section if modification being requested is the renaming of an academic degree program. 
Program title as it currently appears on Academic 
Program Inventory, Diploma, and Transcript: 

Communication 

New program title as it will appear on Academic 
Program Inventory, Diploma, and Transcript: 

Communication, Media & Theatre 

Degree(s) awarded: Bachelor of Arts 
Six-digit CIP code, IHL sequence code: 090101 
Total credit-hour requirement: 121 

 
CONSOLIDATING - Complete this section if modification being requested is the consolidation of academic degree 
programs. 
Program titles as currently appears on Academic 
Program Inventory, Diploma, and Transcript: 

Click or tap here to enter text. 

New consolidated program title as it will appear on 
Academic Program Inventory, Diploma, and 
Transcript: 

Click or tap here to enter text. 

Degree(s) to be awarded: Click or tap here to enter text. 
Six-digit CIP code, IHL sequence code for 
consolidated program:  

Click or tap here to enter text. 

Six-digit CIP code, IHL sequence code for program(s) 
that are to be eliminated through the consolidation 
process:  (Deletion forms do not need to be completed 
for these.) 

Click or tap here to enter text. 

Total credit-hour requirement for new consolidated 
program: 

Click or tap here to enter text. 

 
Please respond to the questions on the following pages to aid the institution and IHL staff in making recommendations 
to the IHL Board of Trustees regarding this proposal. 

 
 
 
Chief Academic Officer Signature – Date 

 
 
Institutional Executive Officer Signature – Date 
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Number of students enrolled in last 5 years:  
(For consolidation request, combine numbers for all 
programs to be consolidated) 

Number of graduates expected in next 5 years in 
renamed/consolidated program: 

Year 1 483 Year 1 95 
Year 2 513 Year 2 98 
Year 3 538 Year 3 104 
Year 4 577 Year 4 105 
Year 5 562 Year 5 110 
Total 2,673 Total 512 

 
Program summary: 
The Department of Communication, Media & Theatre (formerly the Department of Communication) is an 
undergraduate and master’s degree unit of excellence, serving more than 500 majors, that continues to grow, evolve, 
and change. Faculty have developed innovative curriculum able to meet student demand driven by an ever-changing 
professional landscape in communication, journalism, broadcasting, theatre, and public relations.  

 
Program Modification Questions: 
1 Describe how the proposed modification fits within the mission of the institution. 
 The Unit Strategic Plan builds upon MSU’s Transformational Plan which include pillars such as Serving the 

Whole Student and Telling our Story. The Unit Strategic Plan also branches from the College of Arts and 
Sciences six goals including Stimulate Student Success and Prioritize Delivery of High-Quality Instruction. Along 
with these pillars and goals, within the Communication Strategic Plan, four strategies emerge pertaining to 
how this name change furthers the mission of the university while helping to meet unit priorities and goals. 
These four strategies include: 
o Respond to students’ professional interests and goals when planning future curriculum. 
o Recognizing the need for strengthened competencies, recruit and hire faculty best positioned to 
                  address those needs and provide necessary incentives to retain productive faculty members. 
o Decentralize barriers to student recruitment, retention, and success. 
o While matriculating in our department, provide students with exposure to external stakeholders, 
                 internship experiences, work experiences, and on-campus activities that strengthen their  
                 likelihood of current and future employment within our field. 
 

2 Is this modification unnecessarily duplicative of other programs within the IHL system?  
 No, this degree name change is not duplicative. The MSU degree stems from five concentrations including 

Theatre, Broadcast & Digital Journalism, Public Relations, Print & Digital Journalism, and Communication & 
Media Studies. The reason for the change in degree name is to better reflect the diverse offerings for students 
and to match the newly changed name of the department that houses the degree.  
By comparison, the MSU program is different from the University of Mississippi (Journalism and Integrated 
Marketing Communication), Southern Mississippi (Communication Studies, Digital Journalism, Media & 
Entertainment Arts, and Strategic Communication), and Jackson State (Multimedia Journalism, Media 
Production), Alcorn State University (English literature, Mass Communication), Mississippi University for 
Women (Communication), Mississippi Valley State University (Communication, Speech Communication), 
Delta State (Communication Studies, Theatre Arts). 
 

3 Describe the anticipated institutional impact including any research efforts associated with this program. 
 The impact reflects MSU’s rebranding efforts. The university’s Media and Marketing experts agree the name 

change of the department, and subsequent matching degree name, aligns with what young people seek and aligns 
with the university’s rebranding and recruitment efforts. “To attract 18-year-olds to the program, it is important 
to use terminology they will easily understand and be attracted to pursue,” Karyn Brown, Assistant Dean of 
Communication and Media, MSU College of Arts and Sciences. 
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4 Are there any anticipated budget savings associated with the proposed modification? 
 None. This change degree name to the Department of Communication, Media & Theatre transforms the program 

to meet new student demand and remain competitive without a financial investment (aside from providing 
updated business cards and building signage). 
 

5 Are there any changes to the educational objectives of the degree program associated with the proposed 
modification?  

 No 
 

6 Are there any changes to the curriculum of the degree program associated with the proposed modification? 
 No 

 
7 Describe how the proposed modifications will affect program faculty. 
 No effect on day-to-day operations or the faculty. The modification will, as noted, enhance recruitment efforts, 

including those in theatre. With the name “theatre” now in the unit and degree name, theatre faculty feel more 
included in the identity of the program and believe this modification will aid their recruitment efforts. The 
modification also aligns with theatre seeking NAST accreditation (site visit 2028) and Public Relations, 
Print/Broadcast/Digital Journalism seeking ACEJMC accreditation (site visit 2025).  
 

8 Describe the evaluation process which led to the request for the proposed modification. 
 The evaluation process began with a review of IHL programs, accredited programs in the discipline along with 

an analysis of unit and degree names. Many units around the country have rebranded themselves to more 
accurately reflect who they are and what degrees they offer students.  
     Next, three surveys were conducted to obtain feedback from unit faculty/staff (29 responses), program alumni 
(93 responses) and current students in the major (120 responses). Dean Rick Travis was presented with the 
results. After reviewing data from three surveys from faculty, alumni, and students about the current and 
proposed name, the Dean recommended his Assistant Dean, along with MSU experts on media, marketing, and 
branding, analyze this opportunity and make a recommendation. “We all agreed that a name change to the 
Department of Communication, Media & Theatre would be in the best interest of the department's recruiting 
efforts. Since the polling of faculty, students, and alumni, the input from experts who work with student 
recruiting helped to solidify the decision,” Karyn Brown, MSU College of Arts and Sciences Assistant Dean of 
Communication and Media. It makes sense to match the degree name (Communication, Media & Theatre) with 
the new unit name, Department of Communication, Media & Theatre. Subsequently, in a separate survey, the 
majority of unit faculty voted in favor to change the degree name as well.  
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MODIFICATION TO EXISTING ACADEMIC UNIT 
Institutional request for the following modification: 
☒Rename ☐Reorganize ☐Delete 

 
Institution: Mississippi State University 

 
Date of anticipated modification implementation: August  2025 

 
Current unit title(s): Department of Marketing, Quantitative Analysis & Business 

Law 
New unit title: Department of Marketing, Quantitative Analysis & Supply 

Chain Logistics 
Unit head: 
Phone:  
Email: 

Melissa Moore 
(662) 325-8556 
MLM145@MSTATE.EDU 

 
Reorganization - Complete this section if modification being requested is the reorganization of academic units. 
Total number of faculty/faculty displaced: Click or tap here to enter text. Click or tap here to enter text. 
Total number of staff/staff displaced: Click or tap here to enter text. Click or tap here to enter text. 
Organizational units to operate under reorganized unit: Click or tap here to enter text. 

 
Deletion - Complete this section if modification being requested is the deletion of an academic unit. 
Total number of faculty/faculty displaced: Click or tap here to enter text. Click or tap here to enter text. 
Total number of staff/staff displaced: Click or tap here to enter text. Click or tap here to enter text. 
Organizational units to operate under unit: Click or tap here to enter text. 
Degree programs offered within unit: Click or tap here to enter text. 
Effect on institutional role and mission: Click or tap here to enter text. 

 
Reason for request: 
Name change reflects the incorporation of the Supply Chain Logistics (SCL) major name in the department. The SCL 
major was approved in the Fall of 2023 and currently has over 100 SCL Major students 

 
Please respond to the questions on the following pages to aid the institution and IHL staff in making recommendations 
to the IHL Board of Trustees regarding this proposal. 

 
 
 
Chief Academic Officer Signature – Date 

 
 
Institutional Executive Officer Signature – Date 
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Unit Modification Questions: 
(For renaming and reorganization requests only.  Not required for deletion requests.) 

1 
Does the proposed modification further the mission of your institution?  If so, how? (Note if this is helping meet 
priorities/goals of your strategic plan.) 

 The proposed name aligns with the University & College’s strategic plans.  Having the name of the Supply 
Chain Logistics major in the name of the department will increase visibility of the major thus contributing to  
Priority 1 of the College’s strategic plan - Become the destination of choice for students seeking a business 
education. 

2 
Will the proposed modification change the administration of the unit?  If so, describe how the proposed unit will 
be administered including the name and title of person(s) who will be responsible for the proposed unit. 

 No 
3 Will the proposed modification result in the expansion of the institution’s academic degree program inventory? 
 No 

4 
Will the proposed modification make it necessary to add faculty and staff to operate the proposed unit? If so, 
give the desired qualifications of the person(s) to be added, a timetable for adding new faculty and staff, and the 
associated costs. 

 No 
5 Is the proposed modification consistent with the academic unit structures of peer institutions?  
 Yes 

6 
Provide organizational charts showing the present administrative scheme and the proposed administrative 
scheme.  (Names of persons are not required) 

 Current Org chart: Dean – Department Head - Faculty 
Proposed Org chart (no change):  Dean – Department Head - Faculty 

7 Describe the evaluation process which led to the request for the proposed modification. 
 As part of the college strategic plan, over the past several years, the college and department worked to develop a 

Supply Chain minor which was then grown into a Supply Chain major in 2023.  During this time frame it was 
discussed among all ranks of the introduction of the new major and subsequent department name change.  
Faculty agreed of the name change (22 support, 1 abstention). 
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