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NEW GRADUATE DEGREE OUTLINE FORM 


Use the chart below to indicate your new degree outline. Please list required College and Major Required Courses 


and if appropriate Concentration Courses. Graduate programs that wish to specialize beyond the Major must have at  


least two concentrations. Add additional rows as needed for programs with more than two concentrations. Expand  


rows as needed 
 


PROPOSED New Degree  


Degree: Certification in School Psychology 


Major: Education 


Concentration 1: School Psychology 


Certificate in School Psychology 


 


The School Psychology Certificate is a 29-credit hour advanced certificate retraining program designed for 


working professionals in the fields of psychometry, special education, and school counseling to pursue 


advanced training in school psychology. This advanced certificate program is designed to train individuals 


to provide comprehensive and integrated mental health and psychological services (i.e., assessment, 


intervention, and consultation) in the school setting. Appropriate candidates for this certificate program are 


educators and mental health providers with experience working in the PreK-12 setting. 


 


For an applicant to be considered for admission in the School Psychology Certification program, the 


applicant  


• Must hold a master’s degree or higher degree (i.e., EdS, PhD) in psychometry, school counseling, 


special education, or related degree in applied psychology. The applicant’s transcript must show 


evidence of courses in 1) developmental psychology/life span development, 2) psychological 


testing/test and measurement, and 3) abnormal psychology/atypical populations. 


• Must have earned a GPA ≥3.0 in previous graduate credit hours with a minimum of 30 credit-hours 


earned. 


• Must hold a current AA or higher license level with the State Board of Education of Mississippi 


(Mississippi Department of Education) in the endorsement areas of Psychometry (213); School 


Counselor (436); or Special Education (221 or 206).  


• Must verify at least three years of full-time experience working in PreK-12 setting in the area of 


endorsement. 


• Must meet Mississippi State University’s graduate admissions requirements. 


 


Students must develop an approved individualized plan of study to document skill development across the 


following areas: 1) data-based decision making and research, 2) consultation and collaboration, 3) student-


level support, 4) system-level support, 5) professional issues, and 6) field-based experiences in school 


psychology.  Students are required to take a minimum of 29 credit hours. Students may be required to 


complete additional coursework beyond the required coursework to ensure professional competency in all 


areas.  For successful completion of the certificate program, all courses identified on a student’s approved 


individualized plan of study must be completed earning a grade of ‘B’ or better.   


 


Proposed Curriculum Outline 
Required 


Hours 


Certificate Courses: 


EPY 8133 - Crisis Prevention and Intervention in Schools and Related Settings 


EPY 8690 - Supervised Experiences in School Psychology I 


EPY 8780 - Internship in School Psychology 


EPY 8933 - Integrated Psycho-Educational Assessment  


EPY 9713 - Advanced Psychological Consultation: Theory and Practice 


*Select one of the following: 


EPY 6133 - Data-based Decision Making in the Schools  


EPY 9443 - Single Subject Research Designs in Education 


*Select one of the following: 


EPY 8773 - Assessment and Interventions for Academic Skills  


 


3 


2 


12 


3 


3 


 


3 


 


 


3 







EPY 8763 - Advanced Applied Behavior Analysis 


EPY 9723 - Psychology of the Atypical Child 


Select one of the following: 


EPY 9703 - Contemporary Legal, and Professional Issues in School &      


                     Educational Psychology  


COE 8073 - Cultural Foundations in Counseling 


 


 


 


3 


 


 


 


Total Hours 29 


 


 


 


Justification (Campus 1, 2, & 5) and Student Learning Outcomes 


 


Adding a certificate program in school psychology with availability at Campus 1 (Starkville), Campus 2 


(Meridian) and Campus 5 (Distance Education) will address two needs in the State of Mississippi.  First, it will 


allow certified individuals who have been working for years in a limited compacity of service delivery 


(assessment, counseling, OR teaching special education) to obtain advanced training in school psychology to 


make them better adept to provide comprehensive and integrated psychological services (i.e., assessment, 


counseling, intervention, AND consultation) in the school setting.  Second, it will make the certificate more 


accessible to working professionals across the state of Mississippi as well as neighboring states.  


 


Over the years, the profession of school psychology has changed from an assessment driven/special education 


eligibility role to a comprehensive and integrated service delivery model for mental health in the school setting.  


This shift in school psychology is driven by the increase in awareness of mental health difficulties among youth 


and adolescents, school violence, and trauma experiences in childhood; therefore, requiring the graduate training 


standards and certification requirements to change. These changes have led to two issues: 1) Increase in number 


of children identified in need of mental health services in the schools and 2) decrease in competency level of 


current practitioners (i.e., school counselors, psychometrist, and special education teachers) to provide 


comprehensive and integrated mental health services.  


 


Mississippi State University (MSU) is the only institution in the state that currently offers the entry level degree in 


school psychology (Educational Specialist) and it would be the FIRST institution in the state and region (fourth in 


the U.S.) to offer a re-certification route for training in school psychology.  For the past 10 years, the field of 


school psychology has experienced a shortage of school psychologists working in the field with the state of 


Mississippi having the 4th highest ratio per school psychologist-to-students.  According to the National 


Association of School Psychologists (2021), the recommended ratio is 1:500; however, the national average is 


1:1211.  An analysis of data collected by the US Department of Education in 2020 revealed that Mississippi had a 


ratio at 1: 7178. Furthermore, this shortage has expanded to other fields in mental health. This program addition 


would allow MSU to become a leader of regional efforts and to join the national efforts to increase mental health 


services by producing individuals who are eligible for state-level licensure as school psychologists.  


 
 


1. Will this Program change meet local, state, regional, and national educational and cultural needs? 


Yes. For the past 10 years, the field of school psychology has experienced a shortage of school psychologists 


working in the field nation-wide.  We believe this addition will meet the local, state, regional and national 


needs by making educational opportunities more accessible to individuals from various cultural backgrounds 


and socio-economic statuses.   


 
 


2. Will this program change result in a duplication in the system? 


No. 


 
3. Will this program change/advance student diversity within the discipline? 


Yes. This program addition will allow MSU to reach a broader base of individuals in Mississippi.  Also, the 


offering at Campuses 1, 2, & 5 will allow more flexibility in course offering to attract the working professional 


and individuals from rural settings who desire to advance their training in fields of education and mental health 







in Mississippi 


 


4. Will this program change result in the potential placement of graduates in MS, the Southeast, and the 


U.S.? 


Yes. This program addition will result in an increase in the potential placement of certified school psychologists 


in MS. With flexible course offerings, students are more likely to be able to adapt current work schedules to 


course offerings to meet all the course requirements necessary for certification. They would be more likely to 


continue current employment during the program and afterwards. 


 


5. Will this program change result in an increase in the potential salaries of graduates in MS, the Southeast, 


and the U.S.? Yes. This program addition will result in more graduates who are eligible for state-level 


certification as a school psychologist, and it will directly increase their certification level from AA to AAA 


within the Mississippi Department of Education. Also, we believe that this change will increase the demand for 


more school psychologists in the school settings; therefore, improving the job market for the field.  
 


Learning outcomes: As this certificate is modeled after the requirements for the EdS degree in School 


Psychology, there will be no modification to the learning outcomes used with the original concentration in school 


psychology.  


Support: Please see letters of support from program faculty from Campus 1 in the Department of Counseling, 


Educational Psychology, and Foundations and the administration from Campus 2.   


 


Proposed 4-letter Abbreviation:  


Certification in School Psychology: CSPY 


 


Effective Date: Fall 2023 


 







Appendix 16: Intent to Offer, Modify, or Delete Certificate* Program 


(Submit Appendix 16 in PDF format with signatures) 
 


Institution:  Mississippi State University – Meridian Campus 


Date of Implementation: Fall 2023 


Six-Digit CIP Code (& Four-Digit  422805 


Sequence Code if modification/deletion): Total Credit Hours: 29 


 130802  
CIP & Sequence codes: IHL Active Program Inventory 


Program Title as will Appear on Academic Program Inventory: Certificate in School  


                                                                                                                  Psychology 
 


 


☒  Offer   ☐  Modify   ☐  Delete 


 


 


Responsible Academic Unit(s): 


Counseling, Educational Psychology, & Foundations 


 


Institutional Contact: Tawny E. McCleon, PhD 
Phone: (662) 484-0467 
Email:  tmccleon@colled.msstate.edu 


  
Vocational Certificate: Credit Bearing Program: Title IV Financial Aid Eligible: 


  Yes  Yes  No 


       


  


Which of the following best describes the certificate program: 


 
Post-Master’s 


 


Program designed beyond the master’s degree but does not meet the 


requirements for a doctoral degree 


   


 


Program Summary: 


This certificate program will offer a 29-credit hour coursework sequence that is designed as a professional re-training for working 


professionals in various fields (i.e., psychometry, special education, and school counseling) to pursue alternate and advanced training in 


school psychology. This certificate program is designed to train individuals to provide comprehensive and integrated mental health and 


psychological services (i.e., assessment, intervention, and consultation) in the school setting. The certificate program will allow these 


currently employed individuals to be eligible for an advanced and supplemental endorsement (AAA 451 School Psychologist) from the 


State Board of Education of Mississippi. Also, this certification will allow these individuals to expand mental health services provided in 


local school districts; thus, addressing the concerns of school safety, social and emotional learning, and early identification of students with 


academic, behavior, and emotional difficulties.  
 


 


_____________________________                                         __________________ 
Institutional Contact Signature                                                                     Date 


 


 


_____________________________                                         __________________ 
Chief Academic Officer Signature                                                                Date 


 


 


*Certificate programs added to the Academic Program Inventory must be credit-bearing and be vocational in nature with some professional 


benefit to program completers.  Undergraduate certificates are eligible for Title IV financial aid programs.  Certificate programs that are not 


credit-bearing or are lifelong learning in nature (i.e., photography, travel, etc.) with no professional component should not be included in the 


Academic Program Inventory. 


 



http://www.ihl.state.ms.us/research/downloads/api_admin.xlsx



				2023-01-16T09:02:40-0600

		JohnEric W. Smith, PhD





				2023-01-17T15:32:08-0600

		Kimberly R. Hall












 


 


 


 


 


A MEMORANDUM 


 


 


 


 


DATE:   February 6, 2023 


TO:  UCCC Members 


FROM:  Dr. Andy Perkins, Chair 


SUBJECT: UCCC Meeting on Friday, February 17, 2023 at 1:30 p.m. 


 


 


The agenda and proposals for the meeting on Friday, February 17, 2023 at 1:30 p.m. in the Trotter 


Room (Room 2200) of the Center for Advanced Vehicular Systems in the Research Park are 


enclosed.  The minutes will be forwarded by a separate email. Please contact the UCCC Office if you are 


unable to attend the meeting. 


Thank you. 


Enclosures:  Course/Curriculum Proposals 
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GRADUATE DEGREE MODIFICATION OUTLINE FORM 


Use the chart below to make modifications to an existing Graduate Degree. All deleted courses and information  
should be shown in italics and all new courses and information in bold. Please include the course prefix,  
number, and title in both columns. Expand rows as needed.  


 


CURRENT Degree Description PROPOSED Degree Description 


Degree: Educational Specialist 


Major:  Education 


Concentration: School Psychology 


Degree: Educational Specialist 


Major:  Education 


Concentration: School Psychology 


Department Programs in Educational Psychology 


The department prepares students for careers as 


behavioral science researchers and evaluators, school 


psychologists, and faculty positions in behavioral 


science of school psychology training programs. 


Teacher, service, and research assistantships are 


available. 


Educational Psychology Program Accreditations 


The school psychology program degrees (Ed.S., 


Ph.D.) are approved by the National Association of 


School Psychologists (NASP). The Ph.D. degree is 


accredited by the American Psychological Association 


(APA). 


There are two concentrations in Educational 


Psychology, general educational psychology and 


school psychology, with the following degree options: 


1. The Master of Science (M.S.) degree with 


concentrations in general educational 


psychology, school psychometry (non-


terminal), or applied behavior analysis. 


2. The Educational Specialist (Ed.S.) degree 


with a major in Education and concentration 


in school psychology.  The Ed.S. degree is 


the minimum requirement to work as a 


school psychologist. 


3. Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.) degree with 


concentrations in general educational 


psychology and school psychology. 


 


Admission Criteria for Educational Psychology Major 


The following are admission criteria for admission to 


the Educational Psychology degree program 


(additional requirements may be required). 


1. An overall GPA on the bachelor’s 


degree of at least 2.75 


2. Recent Graduate Record Examination 


(GRE) verbal, quantitative, and 


analytical writing scores 


3. External recommendations 


4. An interview is generally required 


Department Programs in Educational Psychology 


The department prepares students for careers as 


behavioral science researchers and evaluators, school 


psychologists, and faculty positions in behavioral 


science of school psychology training programs. 


Teacher, service, and research assistantships are 


available. 


Educational Psychology Program Accreditations 


The school psychology program degrees (Ed.S., 


Ph.D.) are approved by the National Association of 


School Psychologists (NASP). The Ph.D. degree is 


accredited by the American Psychological Association 


(APA). 


There are two concentrations in Educational 


Psychology, general educational psychology and 


school psychology, with the following degree options: 


1. The Master of Science (M.S.) degree with 


concentrations in general educational 


psychology, school psychometry (non-


terminal), or applied behavior analysis. 


2. The Educational Specialist (Ed.S.) degree 


with a major in Education and concentration 


in school psychology.  The Ed.S. degree is 


the minimum requirement to work as a 


school psychologist. 


3. Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.) degree with 


concentrations in general educational 


psychology and school psychology. 


 


Admission Criteria for Educational Psychology Major 


The following are admission criteria for admission to 


the Educational Psychology degree program 


(additional requirements may be required). 


1. An overall GPA on the bachelor’s 


degree of at least 2.75 


2. Recent Graduate Record Examination 


(GRE) verbal, quantitative, and 


analytical writing scores  


2. External recommendations 


3. An interview is generally required 







Students admitted to the Educational Psychology 


graduate degree program must maintain continuous 


enrollment. A student who is not enrolled or is 


inactive for one calendar year must be re-screened for 


readmission to the department prior to re-enrollment 


in the University. 


Prerequisite Undergraduate Courses for School 


Psychology and Psychometry Concentrations 


Students should have the following undergraduate 


courses before entering the concentration in either 


School Psychology or Psychometry: 


1. Psychological basis of behavior (e.g., 


Introductory Psychology) 


2. Developmental psychology (e.g., Child 


Development) 


3. Education, learning, or cognition (e.g., 


Theories of Learning) 


A student who has not met these prerequisite course 


requirements may enroll in the program and take these 


undergraduate courses as he/she progresses through 


the degree program. As students move through the 


Ed.S. or Ph.D. program with a concentration in 


School Psychology, they are required to complete the 


requirements for the M.S. degree in Psychometry and 


obtain an AA license in Psychometry from the 


Mississippi State Department of Education. 


Provisional Admission 


An applicant who has not fully met the GPA 


requirement stipulated by the University may be 


admitted on a provisional basis. The provisionally-


admitted student is eligible for a change to regular 


admission status after receiving a 3.00 GPA on the 


first 9 hours of graduate courses at Mississippi State 


University (with no grade lower than a C). These 


graduate courses must be within the student's program 


of study. Courses with an S grade, transfer credits, or 


credits earned while in Unclassified status cannot be 


used to satisfy this requirement.  If a 3.00 is not 


attained, the provisional student shall be dismissed 


from the graduate program. Academic departments 


may set higher standards for students to fulfill 


provisional requirements; a student admitted with 


provisional status should contact the graduate 


coordinator for the program’s specific 


requirements. While in the provisional status, a 


student is not eligible to hold a graduate assistantship. 


 


Satisfactory Academic Performance 


A student in any of the educational or school 


psychology programs is required to earn a grade of B 


or better in core courses before he or she is permitted 


to progress to the next course in the sequence. 


Students admitted to the Educational Psychology 


graduate degree program must maintain continuous 


enrollment. A student who is not enrolled or is 


inactive for one calendar year must be re-screened for 


readmission to the department prior to re-enrollment 


in the University. 


Prerequisite Undergraduate Courses for School 


Psychology and Psychometry Concentrations 


Students should have the following undergraduate 


courses before entering the concentration in either 


School Psychology or Psychometry: 


1. Psychological basis of behavior (e.g.,  


        Introductory Psychology) 


2. Developmental psychology (e.g., Child 


Development) 


3. Education, learning, or cognition (e.g., 


Theories of Learning) 


A student who has not met these prerequisite course 


requirements may enroll in the program and take these 


undergraduate courses as he/she progresses through 


the degree program. As students move through the 


Ed.S. or Ph.D. program with a concentration in 


School Psychology, they are required to complete the 


requirements for the M.S. degree in Psychometry and 


obtain an AA license in Psychometry from the 


Mississippi State Department of Education. 


Provisional Admission 


An applicant who has not fully met the GPA 


requirement stipulated by the University may be 


admitted on a provisional basis. The provisionally-


admitted student is eligible for a change to regular 


admission status after receiving a 3.00 GPA on the 


first 9 hours of graduate courses at Mississippi State 


University (with no grade lower than a C). These 


graduate courses must be within the student's program 


of study. Courses with an S grade, transfer credits, or 


credits earned while in Unclassified status cannot be 


used to satisfy this requirement.  If a 3.00 is not 


attained, the provisional student shall be dismissed 


from the graduate program. Academic departments 


may set higher standards for students to fulfill 


provisional requirements; a student admitted with 


provisional status should contact the graduate 


coordinator for the program’s specific 


requirements. While in the provisional status, a 


student is not eligible to hold a graduate assistantship. 


 


Satisfactory Academic Performance 


A student in any of the educational or school 


psychology programs is required to earn a grade of B 


or better in core courses before he or she is permitted 


to progress to the next course in the sequence. 







Unsatisfactory performance in graduate level 


coursework is defined as a grade of U, D, or F in any 


course and/or more than two grades below a B after 


admission to the program. Unsatisfactory performance 


also includes failing the Master’s comprehensive 


examination twice, failing the written 


preliminary/comprehensive examination twice, failing 


the oral doctoral preliminary/comprehensive 


examination twice, or failing the doctoral dissertation 


defense twice. Any of these or combination of these 


failures will result in termination of the student’s 


graduate program in either the general educational 


psychology or school psychology concentration. 


 


Unsatisfactory performance in graduate level 


coursework is defined as a grade of U, D, or F in any 


course and/or more than two grades below a B after 


admission to the program. Unsatisfactory performance 


also includes failing the Master’s comprehensive 


examination twice, failing the written 


preliminary/comprehensive examination twice, failing 


the oral doctoral preliminary/comprehensive 


examination twice, or failing the doctoral dissertation 


defense twice. Any of these or combination of these 


failures will result in termination of the student’s 


graduate program in either the general educational 


psychology or school psychology concentration. 


 


School Psychology/Psychometry Concentration 


 


The School Psychology/Psychometry concentrations 


are based on a scientist-practitioner model with a 


behavioral focus. In addition to training assessment, 


training is provided in consultation, academic 


interventions, behavior assessment, system-wide and 


individualized positive behavior interventions and 


supports, applied behavior analysis, and single-case 


research methodology so students in the program can 


identify, prevent, and remedy students’ academic, 


behavioral, and psychosocial problems. 


 


M.S. in Educational Psychology with Concentration 


in School Psychometry 


 


The M.S. in Educational Psychology with a 


concentration in School Psychometry is a non-


terminal degree designed to begin in the fall semester 


and be completed in three years. The concentration in 


School Psychometry leads to AA licensure from the 


Mississippi Department of Education. The degree is 


currently a 43-hour program with a 300-hour 


practicum. All students in this program must 


successfully pass the master’s comprehensive 


examination. Students in the M.S. program are 


expected to continue their education at MSU in 


pursuit of either the educational specialist or doctoral 


degree. 


 


Ed.S. in Education with Concentration in School 


Psychology 


 


The Ed.S. program in Education with a concentration 


in School Psychology is approved by the National 


Association of School Psychologists (NASP). 


Students accepted into the Ed.S. program in School 


Psychology should either hold a Master’s degree in 


Psychometry or earn a Master’s degree in 


Psychometry en route to the completion of the Ed.S. 


degree. For students entering the program with only 


School Psychology/Psychometry Concentration 


 


The School Psychology/Psychometry concentrations 


are based on a scientist-practitioner model with a 


behavioral focus. In addition to training assessment, 


training is provided in consultation, academic 


interventions, behavior assessment, system-wide and 


individualized positive behavior interventions and 


supports, applied behavior analysis, and single-case 


research methodology so students in the program can 


identify, prevent, and remedy students’ academic, 


behavioral, and psychosocial problems. 


 


M.S. in Educational Psychology with Concentration 


in School Psychometry 


 


The M.S. in Educational Psychology with a 


concentration in School Psychometry is a non-


terminal degree designed to begin in the fall semester 


and be completed in three years. The concentration in 


School Psychometry leads to AA licensure from the 


Mississippi Department of Education. The degree is 


currently a 43-hour program with a 300-hour 


practicum. All students in this program must 


successfully pass the master’s comprehensive 


examination. Students in the M.S. program are 


expected to continue their education at MSU in 


pursuit of either the educational specialist or doctoral 


degree. 


 


Ed.S. in Education with Concentration in School 


Psychology 


 


The Ed.S. program in Education with a concentration 


in School Psychology is approved by the National 


Association of School Psychologists (NASP). 


Students accepted into the Ed.S. program in School 


Psychology should either hold a Master’s degree in 


Psychometry or earn a Master’s degree in 


Psychometry en route to the completion of the Ed.S. 


degree. For students entering the program with only 







an undergraduate degree, the Ed.S. concentration in 


School Psychology is designed to be completed in 


four years. A minimum of 82 semester hours beyond 


the baccalaureate degree is necessary to earn an 


educational specialist degree from the Department of 


Counseling, Educational Psychology and 


Foundations. The Ed.S. School Psychology students 


must also pass three examinations including the 


PRAXIS II in School Psychology (i.e., students must 


obtain a passing score as outlined by the National 


Association of School Psychologists), Master’s 


written comprehensive exam, and oral comprehensive 


exam. Students are also required to complete a 1200-


hour internship in the P-12 school setting. 


 


The deadline for applications to the Ed.S. program is 


January 15. For further information, contact the 


Graduate Coordinator.  


 


 


an undergraduate degree, the Ed.S. concentration in 


School Psychology is designed to be completed in 


four years. A minimum of 82 semester hours beyond 


the baccalaureate degree is necessary to earn an 


educational specialist degree from the Department of 


Counseling, Educational Psychology and 


Foundations. The Ed.S. School Psychology students 


must also pass three examinations including the 


PRAXIS II in School Psychology (i.e., students must 


obtain a passing score as outlined by the National 


Association of School Psychologists), Master’s 


written comprehensive exam, and oral comprehensive 


exam. Students are also required to complete a 1200-


hour internship in the P-12 school setting. 


 


The deadline for applications to the Ed.S. program is 


January 15. For further information, contact the 


Graduate Coordinator.  


 


 


CURRENT CURRICULUM 


OUTLINE 


Required 


Hours 


PROPOSED CURRICULUM 


OUTLINE 


Required 


Hours 


 


College Required Courses 


  


N/A 


 


College Required Courses 


 


NA 


 


Major Required Courses 


 


N/A 


 


Major Required Courses 


N/A 


    


Concentration 1. Courses 


 


EPY 7000 - Directed Individual Study in  


    Educational Psychology  


 


 


3 


Concentration 1. Courses 


 


EPY 7000 - Directed Individual Study in  


    Educational Psychology  


 


 


3 


EPY 8763 - Advanced Applied Behavior  


    Analysis 


3 EPY 8763 - Advanced Applied Behavior  


    Analysis 


3 


EPY 8690 - Supervised Experiences in  


    School Psychology I 


3 EPY 8690 - Supervised Experiences in  


    School Psychology I 


3 


EPY 8790 - Supervised Experiences in  


    School Psychology II  


6 EPY 8790 - Supervised Experiences in  


    School Psychology II  


6 


EPY 8780 - Internship in School  


    Psychology 


12 EPY 8780 - Internship in School  


    Psychology 


12 


EPY 9443 - Single Subject Research  


    Designs in Education 


3 EPY 9443 - Single Subject Research  


    Designs in Education 


3 


EPY 8133 - Crisis Prevention and  


    Intervention in Schools and Related  


    Settings 


3 EPY 8133 - Crisis Prevention and  


    Intervention in Schools and Related  


    Settings 


3 


COE 8073 - Cultural Foundations in  


    Counseling 


3 COE 8073 - Cultural Foundations in  


    Counseling 


3 


Select one of the following: 3 Select one of the following: 3 


EPY 8123 - Assessment of Infants,  


    Toddlers, and Special Populations 


 EPY 8123 - Assessment of Infants,  


    Toddlers, and Special Populations 


 


EPY 8890 - Supervised Experiences in  


    School Psychology: III 


 EPY 8890 - Supervised Experiences in  


    School Psychology: III 


EPY 9723 - Seminar in Contemporary 


School Psychology 


 


Total Hours 39 Total Hours 39 







Justification and Student Learning Outcomes 


 


Adding the availability of the degree option for School Psychology at Campus 2 (Meridian) and Campus 5 


(Distance Education) will make the degree more accessible to individuals both across the state of Mississippi as 


well as neighboring states within the Southeastern region of the US.  Mississippi State University (MSU) is the 


only institution in the state that currently offers the Educational Specialist degree in School Psychology, and the 


additions to Campus 2 and Campus 5 will make the degree more accessible for individuals living and working in 


rural areas.  For the past 10 years, the field of school psychology has experienced a shortage of school 


psychologists working in the field.  Furthermore, this shortage has expanded to other fields in mental health. This 


change would allow MSU to become a leader of regional efforts and to join the national efforts to increase mental 


health services by producing individuals who are eligible for national-and state-level certification and/or licensure 


as school psychologists. The addition of EPY 9723 as an elective will offer students additional training 


opportunities which align with the 2020 Graduate Training Standards of the National Association of School 


Psychologists (NASP).  
 


1. Will this Program change meet local, state, regional, and national educational and cultural needs? 


Yes. For the past 10 years, the field of school psychology has experienced a shortage of school psychologists 


working in the field, including the state of Mississippi. According to the National Association of School 


Psychologists (2021), the recommended ratio is 1:500 per school psychologist-to-students; however, the 


national average is 1:1211.  An analysis of data collected by the US Department of Education in 2020 revealed 


that Mississippi had the 4th highest ratio at 1: 7178.  We believe that the additions to Campus 2 and Campus 5 


will meet the local, state, regional and national needs by making educational opportunities more accessible to 


individuals from various cultural backgrounds and socio-economic statuses.  Also, we believe that the 


additions to Campus 2 and Campus 5 will increase access to mental health services in the state of Mississippi 


and neighboring states. The addition of EPY 9723 as an elective will increase the knowledge base for 


candidates in the school program.  


 


2. Will this program change result in a duplication in the system? 


No. 


 
3. Will this program change/advance student diversity within the discipline? 


Yes. These program modifications will allow MSU to reach a broader base of individuals, allow more 


flexibility in course offerings for the working professional, and attract individuals who desire to advance their 


training in the fields of education and mental health.  


 


4. Will this program change result in the potential placement of graduates in MS, the Southeast, and the 


U.S.? 


Yes. These program changes will result in an increase in the potential placement of graduates in MS, the 


Southeast, and nationally. The proposed Campus 2 and Campus 5 offerings would allow interested individuals 


to take courses that are more conveniently located with more flexible course offerings.  Individuals are more 


likely to be able to adapt current work schedules to course offerings to meet all the courses and degree 


requirements necessary for certification as well as licensure. 


 


5. Will this program change result in an increase in the potential salaries of graduates in MS, the Southeast, 


and the U.S.? Yes. These program changes will result in more graduates who are eligible for state and national 


certification as a school psychologist, and the graduates from various states can leverage additional stipends for 


national certification.  Also, we believe that this change will increase the demand for more school psychologists 


in school settings; thereby, improving the job market. The addition of EPY 9723 as an elective will increase 


students’ knowledge base to increase chance for national certification.  
 


Learning outcomes: There will be no modification in the learning outcomes. 


Support: Please see letters of support from program faculty from Campus 1 in the Department of Counseling, 


Educational Psychology, and Foundations and the administration from Campus 2.   


Proposed 4-letter Abbreviation: No changes proposed. 


Effective Date: Fall 2023 







Appendix 10: Report of Intent to Offer an Existing Degree Program by Distance Learning 


(Submit Appendix 10 in PDF format with signatures) 


 


Institution: Mississippi State University 


Date of Initial Program Approval: Date of Implementation: Cost to Offer by Distance Learning: 


 08/16/2023 35,000.00 
 


Program Title as It Appears on Academic Program Inventory, Diploma, and Transcript: 
Six-Digit CIP Code(s) & Four-


Digit Sequence Code(s): 


Education – School Psychology 130101 
CIP & Sequence codes: IHL Active Program Inventory  


Degree(s) to be Awarded: Credit Hour Requirements: 


Educational Specialist 39 
 


Can this program be completed entirely online?  ☐  Yes  ☒  No 


 
Will this program require separate admission from those offered on-campus?  ☐  Yes  ☒  No 
 


Responsible Academic Unit(s): 
Counseling, Educational Psychology & Foundations 
 


Institutional Contact: Tawny E. McCleon, PhD 
Phone:  (601) 484-0467 
Email:  tne1@msstate.edu 


 


Number of Students Expected to Enroll in First Six Years: Number of Graduates Expected in First Six Years: 


Year One 5 Year One 0 


Year Two 5 Year Two 0 


Year Three 10 Year Three 0 


Year Four 10 Year Four 5 


Year Five 10 Year Five 5 


Year Six 10 Year Six 10 


Total 50 Total 20 
 


Program Summary: 
The Ed.S. program in Education with a concentration in School Psychology is approved by the National 


Association of School Psychologists (NASP). Students accepted into the Ed.S. program in School 


Psychology should either hold a Master’s degree in Psychometry or earn a Master’s degree in 


Psychometry (43 credit hours) in route to the completion of the Ed.S. degree with a dual enrollment in the 


MS and EdS programs. For students entering the program with only an undergraduate degree, the Ed.S. 


concentration in School Psychology is designed to be completed in four years. A minimum of 82 semester 


hours beyond the baccalaureate degree is necessary to earn an educational specialist degree from the 


Department of Counseling, Educational Psychology and Foundations. The Ed.S. School Psychology 


students must also pass three examinations including the PRAXIS II in School Psychology (i.e., students 


must obtain a passing score as outlined by the NASP), Master’s written comprehensive exam, and oral 


comprehensive exam. Students are also required to complete a 1200-hour internship in the P-12 school 


setting. 
 


 


 


______________________________                                    ____________________     
Chief Academic Officer Signature                                                             Date 


 


_____________________________                                      ____________________ 
Institutional Executive Officer Signature                                                  Date 



http://www.ihl.state.ms.us/research/downloads/api_admin.xlsx
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AGENDA 


UNIVERSITY COMMITTEE ON COURSES AND CURRICULA 


February 17, 2023 


 


1. Welcome 


2. Approval of minutes 


3. Course proposals by college/school 


 


ACADEMIC AFFAIRS 


Addition  FYE 1003 The Mississippi State University Experience 


Modification 
+Online/Distance 


+Campus 1 


HCA 3313 Introduction to U.S. Healthcare System 


Modification 
+Online/Distance 


+Campus 1 


HCA 3813 Introduction to Healthcare Law and Regulation 


Modification 
+Online/Distance 


+Campus 1 


HCA 4013 Healthcare Ethics 


+Online/Distance 


+Campus 1 
HCA 4443 Healthcare Internship 


Modification 
+Online/Distance 


+Campus 1 


HCA 4803 Healthcare Policy 


 


AGRICULTURE AND LIFE SCIENCES  


Modification  EPP 3423 Ornamental and Turfgrass Insects 


Modification  EPP 6273         
(split level with EPP 4273) 


Honey Bee Biology and Beekeeping 


Addition 
+Online/Distance 


EPP 6443         
(split level with EPP 4443) 


Native Bees and Pollination Ecology 


Addition  EPP 8443 Using Machine Learning Techniques in the Life Sciences 


 


ARTS AND SCIENCES  


Modification  AN 1543 Discovering Archaeology: Past Meets Present 


Addition AN 4363/6363 Advanced Methods in Forensic Anthropology  


Addition  CH 4613 General Biochemistry II (proposal was tabled at 9/2/2022 meeting) 


Modification  CO 1542 Technical Theatre Practicum 


Modification CO 2523 Introduction to Stagecraft 


Modification CO 2531 Voice and Articulation 


Addition CO 2551 Sound for the Stage and Screen 


Addition  CO 2561 Makeup for the Stage 


Modification  CO 2591 Auditioning and Monologues 


Modification  CO 3502 Costume Design 


Addition  CO 3512 Scenic Design 


Addition  CO 3522 Lighting for the Stage and Screen 


Addition  CO 3541 Theatre Performance Practicum 


Addition  CO 3583 Theatre for Young Audiences 



https://next.catalog.msstate.edu/courseleaf/courseleaf.cgi?page=/courseadmin/9757/index.html&step=tcadiff
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https://next.catalog.msstate.edu/courseleaf/courseleaf.cgi?page=/courseadmin/9492/index.html&step=tcadiff

https://next.catalog.msstate.edu/courseleaf/courseleaf.cgi?page=/courseadmin/628/index.html&step=tcadiff

https://next.catalog.msstate.edu/courseleaf/courseleaf.cgi?page=/courseadmin/9684/index.html&step=tcadiff

https://next.catalog.msstate.edu/courseleaf/courseleaf.cgi?page=/courseadmin/9528/index.html&step=tcadiff

https://next.catalog.msstate.edu/courseleaf/courseleaf.cgi?page=/courseadmin/2007/index.html&step=tcadiff
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https://next.catalog.msstate.edu/courseleaf/courseleaf.cgi?page=/courseadmin/2011/index.html&step=tcadiff
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Addition  CO 3593 Drawing for the Theatre 


Modification  CO 4523 Directing 


Addition  CO 4563 Stage and Production Management 


Addition CO 4591 Theatre Capstone 


Addition  FLG 8553 Scoundrels in German Literature 


Addition  GR 4113/6113 Political Ecology:  Space, Nature, and Justice             
(Tabled at December 1, 2023 meeting) 


Addition  GR 8183 Culture, Place, and Space 


 


EDUCATION 
Addition       
+Meridian            


+Online/Distance 


ED 8620 Capstone Project in Education 


Addition       
+Meridian            


+Online/Distance 


ED 8813 Applications of Systems Change in Education and Related 


Fields 


Addition       
+Meridian            


+Online/Distance 


ED 9314 Systems and Individual Level Supervision, Mentoring, and 


Consultation 


Addition       
+Meridian            


+Online/Distance 


ED 9323 Program Accountability in Education  


Addition       
+Meridian            


+Online/Distance 


ED 9343 Organizational/Project Design and Management 


Addition       
+Meridian            


+Online/Distance 


ED 9413 Government & Agency Relationships in Education Policy 


Addition       
+Meridian            


+Online/Distance 


ED 9913 Capstone Seminar in Education  


Addition        
+Meridian            


+Online/Distance 


EPY 8690 Supervised Experiences in School Psychology I                


Modification 
+Online/Distance 


EPY 8933 Integrated Psycho-Educational Assessment                         
(Tabled at December 1, 2022 meeting) 


Modification 
+Online/Distance 


EPY 9723 Seminar in Contemporary Educational/School Psychology 


Addition 
+Online/Distance 


HED 8693 Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion in Higher Education 


Addition        
+Meridian            


+Online/Distance 


HSPY 8413 Integration of Cognitive, Affective, and Social Psychology  


Addition        
+Meridian            


+Online/Distance 


HSPY 9730 Internship in Health Service Psychology  


Addition MU 1242 Diction I 


Addition MU 1252 Diction II 


Addition  MU 1553 Computer Skills for Musicians 


Addition MU 2152 Vocal Pedagogy 


Addition  
+Gen. Ed. 


+Online/Distance 


MU 2183 Survey of Country Music 


Addition  MU 2281 Guitar Chamber Music 
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Addition MU 2981 Symphony Orchestra 


Addition MU 3133 Brass Literature  


Addition  MU 3233 Guitar Literature 


Addition MU 3533 Percussion Literature 


Addition MU 3633 String Literature  


Addition MU 3833 Woodwind Literature 


Addition  MU 3933 Survey of Choral Literature 


Addition  MU 4133 Brass Pedagogy 


Addition  MU 4433 Introduction to Piano Pedagogy 


Addition  MU 4533 Percussion Pedagogy 


Addition MU 4633 String Pedagogy 


Addition  MU 4833 Woodwind Pedagogy 


Addition  MU 4933 Survey of Symphonic Literature 


Addition  MU 4951 Senior Performance Recital 


Modification  MUA 1650 Applied Violin 


Addition  MUA 1660 Applied Viola 


Addition  MUA 1670 Applied Cello 


Addition  MUA 1680 Applied Double Bass 


Modification  MUA 1810 Composition I 


Modification  MUA 2650 Applied Violin 


Addition  MUA 2660 Applied Viola 


Addition MUA 2670 Applied Cello 


Addition  MUA 2680 Applied Double Bass 


Modification  MUA 2810 Composition II 


Addition  MUA 3012 Applied Piano 


Addition  MUA 3052 Applied Voice 


Addition  MUA 3112 Applied Flute 


Addition  
+Meridian 


MUA 3152 Applied Clarinet 


Addition  
+Meridian 


MUA 3212 Applied Saxophone 


Addition  MUA 3252 Applied Oboe 


Addition  MUA 3312 Applied Bassoon 


Addition  MUA 3352 Applied Trumpet 


Addition  MUA 3412 Applied Horn 


Addition  MUA 3452 Applied Trombone 


Addition  MUA 3512 Applied Euphonium 


Addition MUA 3552 Applied Tuba 


Addition  MUA 3612 Applied Percussion 


Addition MUA 3652 Applied Violin 


Addition MUA 3662 Applied Viola 


Addition MUA 3672  Applied Cello 


Addition  MUA 3682 Applied Double Bass 


Addition  MUA 3712 Applied Guitar 


Addition  MUA 3752 Applied Organ 
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Modification  MUA 3810 Composition III 


Addition  MUA 4012 Applied Piano 


Addition  MUA 4052 Applied Voice 


Addition  MUA 4112 Applied Flute 


Addition 
+Meridian 


MUA 4152 Applied Clarinet 


Addition  MUA 4212 Applied Saxophone 


Addition  MUA 4252 Applied Oboe 


Addition  MUA 4312 Applied Bassoon 


Addition  MUA 4352 Applied Trumpet 


Addition MUA 4412 Applied Horn 


Addition  MUA 4452 Applied Trombone 


Addition MUA 4512 Applied Euphonium 


Addition MUA 4552 Applied Tuba 


Addition MUA 4612 Applied Percussion 


Addition MUA 4652 Applied Violin 


Addition MUA 4662 Applied Viola 


Addition  MUA 4672 Applied Cello 


Addition  MUA 4682 Applied Double Bass 


Addition  MUA 4712 Applied Guitar 


Addition  MUA 4752 Applied Organ 


Addition MUA 4810 Composition IV 


Addition  PE 1003 Soccer for Life 
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4. Degree proposals by college/school 


 


ACADEMIC AFFAIRS 
Addition  Minor      


(Undergraduate 


Data Science 


 


ARTS AND SCIENCES 
Modification BA Communication/Theatre 


Modification  Minor Communication/Theatre 


 


EDUCATION 
Modification 
+Online/Distance 


+Meridian 


MS Educational Psychology/Psychometry 


Modification 
+Online/Distance 


+Meridian 


Ed. Specialist School Psychology 


Addition 
+Online/Distance 


+Meridian 


Certificate 
(Graduate) 


School Psychology 


Modification EdD Education/Educational Design 


Modification  MS Educational Psychology 


Addition 
+Campus 5 


+Meridian 


Psy.D. Combined Health Service Psychology 


Modification MS Secondary Education 


 








APPROVAL FORM FOR 


DEGR.EE PROGRAMS 
MISSISSIPPI STATE UNIVERSITY 


.NOTE: This form ·is a cover sheet that must a.ccom pany the degree program change proposal. The actual proposal 
should be prepare·d iil accordance with format requirements provided in· the Guide mu/ Format for Currici1/u111 Proposals 
published by the UCCC. Both-cover sheet and proposal should be submitted to UCCC Mail Stop 9702 (281 Garner Hall), 
Phone: 325-9410. 


Department: Division of Education College: Education 


Contact Person: Kim Hall Mail Stop: 9300 E-mail: krj4@msstate.edu 


Nature of Change: New Concentration Date Initiated: 


Effective Date: 


New Degree Program Name: Master of Science 


Major: Educational Psychology Concentration: 


Summary of Proposed Changes: 


10/15/2022 
Fall 2023 


Combined Health 
Service Psychology 


This proposal requests approval for a new concentration within the existing Master of Science (M.S.) in 


Educational Psychology degree. This concentration will be in Combined Health Service Psychology at 
Mississippi State University - Meridian (Campus 2) and as a distance education concentration (Campus 5). 


The current M.S. degree in Educational Psychology focuses on the science of learners and learning and 
draws upon rigorous research to apply psychological principles to educational issues including student 
learning, engagement, and motivation and involves learning the techniques of the scientific method (e.g., 
using tests and measurements, statistics, and research methodology). This new concentration will focus on 


preparation to provide mental health services to individuals, couples, and families across the life-span. 
Students in the program may select a focus area in clinical or counseling to meet their career goals as 


practitioners in an applied setting (e.g., hospitals, clinics, private practice). 


The program will promote the land-grant mission of Mississippi State University through development of 
masters-level psychologists who plan to work in applied settings within the state to provide psychological 
health services to diverse individuals. 


Approved: 


Department Head 


Date: 


12/20/2022 
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GRADUATE DEGREE MODIFICATION OUTLINE FORM 


Use the chart below to make modifications to an existing Graduate Degree. All deleted courses and information  
should be shown in italics and all new courses and information in bold. Please include the course prefix,  
number, and title in both columns. Expand rows as needed. 
 
No changes were made.  


 


CURRENT Degree Description PROPOSED Degree Description 


Degree: Master’s of Science 


Major:  Educational Psychology 


Concentrations: General Educational Psychology, 


Psychometry, Applied Behavior Analysis 


Degree: Master’s of Science 


Major:  Educational Psychology 


Concentrations: General Educational Psychology, 


Psychometry, Applied Behavior Analysis 


Department Programs in Educational Psychology 


The department prepares students for careers as 


behavioral science researchers and evaluators, school 


psychologists, and faculty positions in behavioral 


science of school psychology training programs. 


Teacher, service, and research assistantships are 


available. 


Educational Psychology Program Accreditations 


The school psychology program degrees (Ed.S., 


Ph.D.) are approved by the National Association of 


School Psychologists (NASP). The Ph.D. degree is 


accredited by the American Psychological Association 


(APA). 


There are two concentrations in Educational 


Psychology, general educational psychology and 


school psychology, with the following degree options: 


1. The Master of Science (M.S.) degree with 


concentrations in general educational 


psychology, school psychometry (non-


terminal), or applied behavior analysis. 


2. The Educational Specialist (Ed.S.) degree 


with a major in Education and concentration 


in school psychology.  The Ed.S. degree is 


the minimum requirement to work as a 


school psychologist. 


3. Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.) degree with 


concentrations in general educational 


psychology and school psychology. 


 


Admission Criteria for Educational Psychology Major 


The following are admission criteria for admission to 


the Educational Psychology degree program 


(additional requirements may be required). 


1. An overall GPA on the bachelor’s 


degree of at least 2.75 


2. Recent Graduate Record Examination 


(GRE) verbal, quantitative, and 


analytical writing scores 


Department Programs in Educational Psychology 


The department prepares students for careers as 


behavioral science researchers and evaluators, school 


psychologists, and faculty positions in behavioral 


science of school psychology training programs. 


Teacher, service, and research assistantships are 


available. 


Educational Psychology Program Accreditations 


The school psychology program degrees (Ed.S., 


Ph.D.) are approved by the National Association of 


School Psychologists (NASP). The Ph.D. degree is 


accredited by the American Psychological Association 


(APA). 


There are two concentrations in Educational 


Psychology, general educational psychology and 


school psychology, with the following degree options: 


1. The Master of Science (M.S.) degree with 


concentrations in general educational 


psychology, school psychometry (non-


terminal), or applied behavior analysis. 


2. The Educational Specialist (Ed.S.) degree 


with a major in Education and concentration 


in school psychology.  The Ed.S. degree is 


the minimum requirement to work as a 


school psychologist. 


3. Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.) degree with 


concentrations in general educational 


psychology and school psychology. 


 


Admission Criteria for Educational Psychology Major 


The following are admission criteria for admission to 


the Educational Psychology degree program 


(additional requirements may be required). 


1. An overall GPA on the bachelor’s  


       degree of at least 2.75 


2. Recent Graduate Record Examination 


(GRE) verbal, quantitative, and 


analytical writing scores 







3. External recommendations 


4. An interview is generally required 


Students admitted to the Educational Psychology 


graduate degree program must maintain continuous 


enrollment. A student who is not enrolled or is 


inactive for one calendar year must be re-screened for 


readmission to the department prior to re-enrollment 


in the University. 


Prerequisite Undergraduate Courses for School 


Psychology and Psychometry Concentrations 


Students should have the following undergraduate 


courses before entering the concentration in either 


School Psychology or Psychometry: 


1. Psychological basis of behavior (e.g., 


Introductory Psychology) 


2. Developmental psychology (e.g., Child 


Development) 


3. Education, learning, or cognition (e.g., 


Theories of Learning) 


A student who has not met these prerequisite course 


requirements may enroll in the program and take these 


undergraduate courses as he/she progresses through 


the degree program. As students move through the 


Ed.S. or Ph.D. program with a concentration in 


School Psychology, they are required to complete the 


requirements for the M.S. degree in Psychometry and 


obtain an AA license in Psychometry from the 


Mississippi State Department of Education. 


Provisional Admission 


An applicant who has not fully met the GPA 


requirement stipulated by the University may be 


admitted on a provisional basis. The provisionally-


admitted student is eligible for a change to regular 


admission status after receiving a 3.00 GPA on the 


first 9 hours of graduate courses at Mississippi State 


University (with no grade lower than a C). These 


graduate courses must be within the student's program 


of study. Courses with an S grade, transfer credits, or 


credits earned while in Unclassified status cannot be 


used to satisfy this requirement.  If a 3.00 is not 


attained, the provisional student shall be dismissed 


from the graduate program. Academic departments 


may set higher standards for students to fulfill 


provisional requirements; a student admitted with 


provisional status should contact the graduate 


coordinator for the program’s specific 


requirements. While in the provisional status, a 


student is not eligible to hold a graduate assistantship. 


 


Satisfactory Academic Performance 


A student in any of the educational or school 


psychology programs is required to earn a grade of B 


3. External recommendations 


4. An interview is generally required 


Students admitted to the Educational Psychology 


graduate degree program must maintain continuous 


enrollment. A student who is not enrolled or is 


inactive for one calendar year must be re-screened for 


readmission to the department prior to re-enrollment 


in the University. 


Prerequisite Undergraduate Courses for School 


Psychology and Psychometry Concentrations 


Students should have the following undergraduate 


courses before entering the concentration in either 


School Psychology or Psychometry: 


1. Psychological basis of behavior (e.g.,  


       Introductory Psychology) 


2. Developmental psychology (e.g., Child 


Development) 


3. Education, learning, or cognition (e.g., 


Theories of Learning) 


A student who has not met these prerequisite course 


requirements may enroll in the program and take these 


undergraduate courses as he/she progresses through 


the degree program. As students move through the 


Ed.S. or Ph.D. program with a concentration in 


School Psychology, they are required to complete the 


requirements for the M.S. degree in Psychometry and 


obtain an AA license in Psychometry from the 


Mississippi State Department of Education. 


Provisional Admission 


An applicant who has not fully met the GPA 


requirement stipulated by the University may be 


admitted on a provisional basis. The provisionally-


admitted student is eligible for a change to regular 


admission status after receiving a 3.00 GPA on the 


first 9 hours of graduate courses at Mississippi State 


University (with no grade lower than a C). These 


graduate courses must be within the student's program 


of study. Courses with an S grade, transfer credits, or 


credits earned while in Unclassified status cannot be 


used to satisfy this requirement.  If a 3.00 is not 


attained, the provisional student shall be dismissed 


from the graduate program. Academic departments 


may set higher standards for students to fulfill 


provisional requirements; a student admitted with 


provisional status should contact the graduate 


coordinator for the program’s specific 


requirements. While in the provisional status, a 


student is not eligible to hold a graduate assistantship. 


 


Satisfactory Academic Performance 


A student in any of the educational or school 


psychology programs is required to earn a grade of B 







or better in core courses before he or she is permitted 


to progress to the next course in the sequence. 


Unsatisfactory performance in graduate level 


coursework is defined as a grade of U, D, or F in any 


course and/or more than two grades below a B after 


admission to the program. Unsatisfactory performance 


also includes failing the Master’s comprehensive 


examination twice, failing the written 


preliminary/comprehensive examination twice, failing 


the oral doctoral preliminary/comprehensive 


examination twice, or failing the doctoral dissertation 


defense twice. Any of these or combination of these 


failures will result in termination of the student’s 


graduate program in either the general educational 


psychology or school psychology concentration. 


 


or better in core courses before he or she is permitted 


to progress to the next course in the sequence. 


Unsatisfactory performance in graduate level 


coursework is defined as a grade of U, D, or F in any 


course and/or more than two grades below a B after 


admission to the program. Unsatisfactory performance 


also includes failing the Master’s comprehensive 


examination twice, failing the written 


preliminary/comprehensive examination twice, failing 


the oral doctoral preliminary/comprehensive 


examination twice, or failing the doctoral dissertation 


defense twice. Any of these or combination of these 


failures will result in termination of the student’s 


graduate program in either the general educational 


psychology or school psychology concentration. 


 


General Educational Psychology Concentration 


 


The concentration in General Educational Psychology 


is designed to prepare an individual for employment 


in research, teaching, and service settings. The four-


year doctoral program involves coursework in 


psychological foundations, learning, motivational 


processes as well as research, statistics, and 


measurement.  


 


The M.S. in Educational Psychology with a 


concentration in General Educational Psychology is a 


planned program consisting of 35 hours. 


 


The Ph.D. degree in Educational Psychology with a 


concentration in General Educational Psychology 


requires a minimum of 91 hours of coursework 


beyond the baccalaureate degree. 


 


Applications are due March 1 each year. For further 


information, please contact the Graduate Coordinator. 


 


School Psychology/Psychometry Concentration 


 


The School Psychology/Psychometry concentrations 


are based on a scientist-practitioner model with a 


behavioral focus. In addition to training assessment, 


training is provided in consultation, academic 


interventions, behavior assessment, system-wide and 


individualized positive behavior interventions and 


supports, applied behavior analysis, and single-case 


research methodology so students in the program can 


identify, prevent, and remedy students’ academic, 


behavioral, and psychosocial problems. 


 


M.S. in Educational Psychology with Concentration 


in School Psychometry 


 


General Educational Psychology Concentration 


 


The concentration in General Educational Psychology 


is designed to prepare an individual for employment 


in research, teaching, and service settings. The four-


year doctoral program involves coursework in 


psychological foundations, learning, motivational 


processes as well as research, statistics, and 


measurement.  


 


The M.S. in Educational Psychology with a 


concentration in General Educational Psychology is a 


planned program consisting of 35 hours. 


 


The Ph.D. degree in Educational Psychology with a 


concentration in General Educational Psychology 


requires a minimum of 91 hours of coursework 


beyond the baccalaureate degree. 


 


Applications are due March 1 each year. For further 


information, please contact the Graduate Coordinator. 


 


School Psychology/Psychometry Concentration 


 


The School Psychology/Psychometry concentrations 


are based on a scientist-practitioner model with a 


behavioral focus. In addition to training assessment, 


training is provided in consultation, academic 


interventions, behavior assessment, system-wide and 


individualized positive behavior interventions and 


supports, applied behavior analysis, and single-case 


research methodology so students in the program can 


identify, prevent, and remedy students’ academic, 


behavioral, and psychosocial problems. 


 


M.S. in Educational Psychology with Concentration 


in School Psychometry 


 







The M.S. in Educational Psychology with a 


concentration in School Psychometry is a non-


terminal degree designed to begin in the fall semester 


and be completed in three years. The concentration in 


School Psychometry leads to AA licensure from the 


Mississippi Department of Education. The degree is 


currently a 43-hour program with a 300-hour 


practicum. All students in this program must 


successfully pass the master’s comprehensive 


examination. Students in the M.S. program are 


expected to continue their education at MSU in 


pursuit of either the educational specialist or doctoral 


degree. 


 


M.S. in Educational Psychology with Concentration 


in Applied Behavior Analysis 


 


The M.S. in Educational Psychology with a 


concentration in Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA) is 


a terminal degree designed to begin in the fall 


semester and be completed in two years. The 


concentration in ABA leads to certification as a Board 


Certified Behavior Analyst (BCBA). The degree 


program is currently a 40-hour program. All students 


in the program must pass a master's comprehensive 


examination. 


 


Applications are due March 1 each year. For further 


information, contact the Graduate Coordinator. 


 


 


 


The M.S. in Educational Psychology with a 


concentration in School Psychometry is a non-


terminal degree designed to begin in the fall semester 


and be completed in three years. The concentration in 


School Psychometry leads to AA licensure from the 


Mississippi Department of Education. The degree is 


currently a 43-hour program with a 300-hour 


practicum. All students in this program must 


successfully pass the master’s comprehensive 


examination. Students in the M.S. program are 


expected to continue their education at MSU in 


pursuit of either the educational specialist or doctoral 


degree. 


 


M.S. in Educational Psychology with Concentration 


in Applied Behavior Analysis 


 


The M.S. in Educational Psychology with a 


concentration in Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA) is 


a terminal degree designed to begin in the fall 


semester and be completed in two years. The 


concentration in ABA leads to certification as a Board 


Certified Behavior Analyst (BCBA). The degree 


program is currently a 40-hour program. All students 


in the program must pass a master's comprehensive 


examination. 


 


Applications are due March 1 each year. For further 


information, contact the Graduate Coordinator. 


 


 


 


CURRENT CURRICULUM 


OUTLINE 


Required 


Hours 


PROPOSED CURRICULUM 


OUTLINE 


Required 


Hours 


 


College Required Courses 


  


N/A 


 


College Required Courses 


NA 


Major Required Courses  Major Required Courses  


EPY 6214 - Educational and  


    Psychological Statistics  


4 EPY 6214 - Educational and  


    Psychological Statistics  


4 


EPY 8253 - Child & Adolescent  


    Development & Psychopathology (or  


    related elective)  


3 EPY 8253 - Child & Adolescent  


    Development & Psychopathology (or  


    related elective)  


3 


EPY 8263 - Psychological Testing in  


    Educational and Related Settings  


3 EPY 8263 - Psychological Testing in  


    Educational and Related Settings  


3 


Concentration 1. Courses 


 


EPY 6113 - Principles of Behavior  


    Analysis 


 


 


3 


Concentration 1. Courses 


 


EPY 6113 - Principles of Behavior  


    Analysis 


 


 


3 


EPY 6123 - Applications of School  


    Psychology  


3 EPY 6123 - Applications of School  


    Psychology  


3 


EPY 6133 - Data-based Decision  


    Making for Interventions in the  


    School Setting  


3 EPY 6133 - Data-based Decision  


    Making for Interventions in the  


    School Setting  


3 


EPY 8493 - Social-Emotional and  3 EPY 8493 - Social-Emotional and  3 







    Behavioral Assessment      Behavioral Assessment  


EPY 8690 - Supervised Experiences in  


    School Psychology I  


3 EPY 8690 - Supervised Experiences in  


    School Psychology I  


3 


EPY 8703 - School Psychology 3 EPY 8703 - School Psychology 3 


EPY 8723 - Individual Assessment for  


   Educational and Related Settings 


3 EPY 8723 - Individual Assessment for  


   Educational and Related Settings 


3 


EPY 8773 - Assessment and   


    Interventions for Academic Skills  


    Deficits 


3 EPY 8773 - Assessment and   


    Interventions for Academic Skills  


    Deficits 


3 


EPY 8933 - Integrated     


    Psycho-Educational Assessment  


3 EPY 8933 - Integrated     


    Psycho-Educational Assessment  


3 


EPY 9703 - Contemporary, Legal,  


    Ethical, and Professional Issues in  


    School and Educational Psychology 


3 EPY 9703 - Contemporary, Legal,  


    Ethical, and Professional Issues in  


    School and Educational Psychology 


3 


EPY 9713 - Advanced Psychological   


    Consulting: Theory and Practice  


3 EPY 9713 - Advanced Psychological   


    Consulting: Theory and Practice  


3 


Total Hours 43 Total Hours 43 


 


 


Justification and Student Learning Outcomes 


 


Adding the availability of the non-terminal degree with a dual degree enrollment option for School Psychometry 


at Campus 2 (Meridian) and Campus 5 (Distance Education) will make the availability of the Educational 


Specialist degree in School Psychology more accessible to individuals both across the state of Mississippi as well 


as neighboring states within the Southeast region of the US.  Although there are other universities offering the 


psychometry graduate degree within the state, none of them offer this degree in conjunction with a school 


psychology program which focuses on the training of comprehensive and integrated psychological services within 


educational and related settings.  Mississippi State University (MSU) is the only institution in the state that 


currently offers the Educational Specialist degree in School Psychology (nationally approved), and the additions 


to Campus 2 and Campus 5 will make the degree more accessible to individuals living and working in rural areas.  


For the past 10 years, the field of school psychology has experienced a shortage of school psychologists working 


in the field, with the state of Mississippi having one of the highest ratios per school psychologist-to-students.  


Furthermore, this shortage has expanded to other fields in mental health. This change would allow MSU to 


become a leader of regional efforts and to join the national efforts to increase mental health services by producing 


individuals who are eligible for national-and state-level certification and/or licensure as school psychologists.  


 
 


1. Will this program change meet local, state, regional, and national educational and cultural needs? 


Yes. The additions to Campus 2 and Campus 5 will provide lineage to the Educational Specialist degree program 


in school psychology which is the entry level for the practice of psychology in the school setting. For the past 10 


years, the field of school psychology has experienced a shortage of school psychologists working in the field, with 


the state of Mississippi having the 4th highest ratio per school psychologist-to-students. According to the National 


Association of School Psychologists (2021), the recommended ratio is 1:500; however, the national average is 


1:1211.  An analysis of data collected by the US Department of Education in 2020 revealed that Mississippi had a 


ratio of 1: 7178.  We believe that the additions to Campus 2 and Campus 5 will meet the local, state, regional and 


national needs by making educational opportunities more accessible to individuals from various cultural 


backgrounds and socio-economic statuses. 


 
 


2. Will this program change result in a duplication in the system? 


No. 


 
3. Will this program change/advance student diversity within the discipline? 


Yes. This program modification will allow MSU to reach a broader base of individuals and allow more flexibility 


in course offerings to attract the working professional and individuals who desire to advance their training in the 


fields of education and mental health.  







 


 


4. Will this program change result in the potential placement of graduates in MS, the Southeast, and the 


U.S.? 


Yes. Adding Campuses 2 and 5 will result in an increase in the potential placement of graduates in MS, the 


Southeastern US, and nationally. The proposed offerings would allow interested individuals to take courses that 


are more conveniently located with more flexible course offerings.  Individuals will more likely be able to adapt 


current work schedules to these course offerings to meet all the courses and degree requirements necessary for 


certification as well as licensure. 


 


5. Will this program change result in an increase in the potential salaries of graduates in MS, the Southeast, 


and the U.S.? Yes. This program change will result in more graduates who are eligible for state and national 


certification as a school psychologist, and the graduates from various states can leverage additional stipends for 


national certification.   
 


Learning outcomes: There will be no modification in the learning outcomes. 


Support: Please see letters of support from program faculty from Campus 1 in the Department of Counseling, 


Educational Psychology, and Foundations and the administration from Campus 2.   


Proposed 4-letter Abbreviation: No changes proposed. 


Effective Date: Fall 2023 


 


 







Appendix 10: Report of Intent to Offer an Existing Degree Program by Distance Learning 


(Submit Appendix 10 in PDF format with signatures) 


 


Institution: Mississippi State University 


Date of Initial Program Approval: Date of Implementation: Cost to Offer by Distance Learning: 


 08/16/2023 35,000.00 
 


Program Title as It Appears on Academic Program Inventory, Diploma, and Transcript: 
Six-Digit CIP Code(s) & Four-


Digit Sequence Code(s): 


Educational Psychology - Psychometry 130802 
CIP & Sequence codes: IHL Active Program Inventory  


Degree(s) to be Awarded: Credit Hour Requirements: 


Masters of Science 43 
 


Can this program be completed entirely online?  ☐  Yes  ☒  No 


 
Will this program require separate admission from those offered on-campus?  ☐  Yes  ☒  No 
 


Responsible Academic Unit(s): 
Counseling, Educational Psychology & Foundations 
 


Institutional Contact: Tawny E. McCleon, PhD 
Phone:  (601) 484-0467 
Email:  tne1@msstate.edu 


 


Number of Students Expected to Enroll in First Six Years: Number of Graduates Expected in First Six Years: 


Year One 5 Year One 0 


Year Two 5 Year Two 0 


Year Three 10 Year Three 5 


Year Four 10 Year Four 5 


Year Five 10 Year Five 10 


Year Six 10 Year Six 10 


Total 50 Total 30 
 


Program Summary: 
The M.S. in Educational Psychology with a concentration in School Psychometry is a non-terminal 


degree designed to be completed in 2.5 years. The concentration in School Psychometry leads to AA 


licensure from the State Board of Education. The degree is currently a 43-hour program with a 300-hour 


practicum. All students in this program must successfully pass the master’s comprehensive examination. 


Students in the M.S. program are expected to continue their education at MSU in pursuit of either the 


educational specialist or doctoral degree in School Psychology. 
 


 


 


______________________________                                    ____________________     
Chief Academic Officer Signature                                                             Date 


 


_____________________________                                      ____________________ 
Institutional Executive Officer Signature                                                  Date 


 



http://www.ihl.state.ms.us/research/downloads/api_admin.xlsx
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APPROVAL FORM FOR 


DEGREE PROGRAMS 
MISSISSIPPI STATE UNIVERSITY 


NOTE: This form is a cover sheet that must accompany the degree program change proposal. The actual proposal 
should be prepared In accordance with format requirements provided in the G11ide and Format/or Curric11/11m Proposals 
published by the UCCC. Both cover sheet and proposal should be submitted to UCCC Mail Stop 9702 (281 Garner 


Hall), Phone: 325-9410. 


College: College of Education 


Contact Person: Lindon Ratliff 


Nature of Change: Modification 


Department: CISE 


Mail Stop: 9705 E-mail: ljr1@msstate.edu 


Date Initiated: 12/1/2022 Effective Date: Fall 23 


Current Degree Program Name: Master of Science 


Major: Concentration: 


Secondary Education 


Summary of Proposed Changes: 


Modification of the Campus 1, 2, & 5 program of study to ensure all courses are approved 


distance courses for Campus S. 


The following courses have been added to the required courses: EDS 8103, EDS 6403, EDS 


8623, ROG 8653. Program of study is also reduced from 33 hours to 30 which aligns with 


universities across the region. 


Approved: Date: 


,. z.�. '2.02.3


Chair, College or School Curriculum Committee 


Dean of College or School 
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       APPROVAL FORM FOR   


DEGREE PROGRAMS   
  MISSISSIPPI STATE UNIVERSITY  


NOTE:  This form is a cover sheet that must accompany the degree program change proposal.  The actual proposal 
should be prepared in accordance with format requirements provided in the Guide and Format for Curriculum Proposals 
published by the UCCC.  Both cover sheet and proposal should be submitted to UCCC Mail Stop 9702 (281 Garner 
Hall), Phone:  325-9410. 
  
College:  Academic Affairs                                  Department: Data Science Program                                                                        
  
Contact Person:  Lynn Taylor   Mail Stop:  9545           E-mail:  clj19@msstate.edu 
                                                                                                                                                            
Nature of Change: Proposing a new undergraduate minor  
 
Date Initiated: January 26, 2023          Effective Date: Fall 2023                             
 
Current Degree Program Name: n/a 
Major:  n/a      Concentrations: n/a  
    
New Degree Program Name:  Minor in Data Science 
Major: n/a    Concentration: n/a  
 
Summary of Proposed Changes: 
Request to approve an undergraduate minor in data science. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



mailto:clj19@msstate.edu





Approved:   Date: 


________________________________ __________________________________ 
Department Head 


________________________________ __________________________________ 
Director of Academic Quality 


_________________________________ __________________________________ 
Chair, College or School Curriculum Committee 


_________________________________ __________________________________ 
Dean of College or School 


_________________________________ __________________________________ 
Chair, University Committee on Courses and Curricula 


N/A 
_________________________________ __________________________________ 
Chair, Graduate Council (if applicable) 


_________________________________ __________________________________ 
Chair, Deans Council 







NEW DEGREE OUTLINE FORM 
 


PROPOSED New Degree  
Degree: Minor  
Major: Data Science 
The proposed 19-hour minor in Data Science will provide interested students with an overview of data 
science as both a field of study and an industry sector. The minor draws from courses within the 64 hours of 
core Bachelor of Science in Data Science coursework. 
 
Students will complete four courses that provide: an introduction to the field, preparation in computer 
programming, an introduction to data visualization, and specific instruction in statistics. Three labs will 
provide hands-on experience in managing and using data throughout the data lifecycle as students work with 
real-world data. 
 
Note: Because data science is usually practiced within a specific subject matter area, students are also 
encouraged to work within their major departments to identify a research methodology or analysis class that 
will provide subject-matter-specific instruction in applying data science. 
 


Proposed Curriculum Outline Required 
Hours 


DSCI 2013 Data Science Literacy 
Introduction to data science as a field that represents the world and society 
through data objects, extracts new knowledge from these data objects, and 
creates artificially intelligent systems that perform tasks while producing 
further insights that improve the performance of institutions, organizations, 
businesses, and society. 


3 


CSE 1284 Introduction to Computer Programming 
Introductory problem solving and computer programming using object-
oriented techniques. Theoretical and practical aspects of programming and 
problem solving.  


4 


DSCI 4013 Data Visualization 
Course providing theoretical foundation for data visualization. Deals with 
external representation and interactive manipulation of information, data, or 
artifacts using digital tools to enhance communication, analytical reasoning, 
and decision-making.  


3 


DSCI 2012 Data Science Lab – Data Wrangling 
Practical application of data science tools to clean, format, and work with data. 


2 


MA/ST 3123 Statistical Inference 
Basic concepts and methods of statistics, including descriptive statistics, 
probability, random variables, sampling distribution, estimation, hypothesis 
testing, introduction to analysis of variance, simple linear regression. 


3 


Choose two of the following labs: 
 
DSCI 2022 Data Science Lab – Cloud, High-Performance, and Quantum 
Computing 
Hands-on use of cloud GPU/TPU, high-performance, or quantum computing 
platforms to perform computing tasks for big data analysis tasks. 
 
DSCI 3012 Data Science Lab – Description, Analysis, and Inference 
Hands-on programming work to use descriptive, inferential, predictive, and 
prescriptive statistical techniques with a variety of data types. 
 
DSCI 3022 Data Science Lab – Data Visualization 
Hands-on use of tools and programming libraries to visualize data using 
common approaches to the visual display of numerical, conceptual, and 
geospatial information. 


4 







 
DSCI 3032 Data Science Lab – Artificial Intelligence 
Hands-on use of artificial intelligence and machine-learning libraries to train 
models in areas such as natural language processing, computer vision, and 
classification. 
Total Hours 19 


 
JUSTIFICATION 
 
Students pursuing a minor in Data Science at Mississippi State will have the opportunity to develop the knowledge 
and skills necessary to begin applying data science expertise in the context of ongoing digital transformation. Digital 
transformation is the process by which the physical world blends with or gets replaced by the digital world. An 
organization achieves digital transformation when Artificial Intelligence (AI) becomes an integral part of its 
operations. Yet AI cannot work without data.  
 
In a digitally transformed world, data are the new oil, the necessary resource to power Artificial Intelligence (AI) 
and to extract new knowledge to advance human progress. Data and AI are changing the way we live, work, and 
learn. Data and AI are also broadly impacting public and private sector activity, from health and education to 
industrial and service sectors. As organizations and businesses turn to data solutions and AI strategies, in addition to 
creating new positions directly relating to the practice of data science, they seek data-science literate individuals for 
many positions. In response to digital transformation, data science is a new emerging field that explores and 
advances methods, systems, and processes to: 
 


1. Represent the world as data objects;  
2. Extract insights about the world from these data objects and turn these insights into discoveries, decisions, 


and actions; and 
3. Create smart systems to perform tasks that have historically required human cognition and human decision-


making abilities. 
 


The minor in Data Science is a 19-hour interdisciplinary, inter-college minor that includes three general areas of 
coursework: data science proper, statistics, and computer science. The overall curriculum is designed to provide 
students with a secondary specialization that complements many programs by providing the student with data 
science literacy, core data science knowledge, and the opportunity to apply data science methods in the context of 
hands-on labs. The student will be prepared to work in a professional context in which data science drives processes 
and strategy, and in which data are used to build smart systems. 
 
SUPPORT: Letters of support from the University Data Science Committee, Department Head of Computer 
Science, and Department Head of Mathematics 
 
PROPOSED 4-LETTER ABBREVIATION: DSCI 
 
EFFECTIVE DATE: Fall 2023 
 
CIP NUMBER: 30.7001 
 















DEPARTMENT OF 
COMPUTER SCIENCE & ENGINEERING 


Andy D. Perkins, Ph.D. 
Professor and Associate Department Head 


perkins@cse.msstate.edu 
  


665 George Perry Street   |   300 Butler Hall   |   P.O. Box 9637   |   Mississippi State, MS 39762   |   P. 662.325.2756   |   cse.msstate.edu 


 
November 28, 2022 
 
 
Dr. Parisi: 
 
The Department of Computer Science and Engineering supports the attached proposal for an 
undergraduate minor in Data Science. 
 
Sincerely, 


 
 
 


 
Andy D. Perkins, PhD 
Professor and Associate Department Head 







 
 


MISSISSIPPI STATE 
UN IVE R S ITY  


COLLEGE OF ARTS & SCIENCES 
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Dear Dr. Perkins and Members of the University Committee on Courses and Curricula: 
 
 


We are writing to support the Data Science Minor proposal. MA/ST 3123 Statistical Inference will be a core 
 course for students to take to fulfill this minor program.  


 
Please accept this letter of support for the addition of seats for this course. 


 
 
 


Sincerely, 
 
 
            Curriculum Committee, 
            Department of Mathematics and Statistics 
 
 
            --------------------------- Robert Banik   --------------------------- Matt McBride 
 
 
           --------------------------- Chuanxi Qian   --------------------------- Mohammad Sepehrifar 
 
 
           --------------------------- Jon Woody 
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